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A GIFT FOR ALL AGES 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Luke 2:25-40 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 

upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the 

temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to 

the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

         according to your word; 

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 

31     that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

         and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for 

the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will 

pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 

revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 

was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from 

the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at 

that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were 

waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
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The Return to Nazareth 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 

 

“Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God, saying: ‘My eyes have seen Your 

salvation, which You have prepared in the sight of all people…’” (Luke 2:28, 30-31) 

 

Some of the more memorable rooms I have stepped into were for banquets or parties. 

I remember them both for their aromas, the foods that were served, and for the tone 

of their gatherings.  

 

One was in St Louis in about 1980 at a banquet for all of the news celebrities of that 

city. I was working for the caterer who prepared that banquet. I remember the food 

as being fit for a king. There was smoked beef, to which barbecue sauce could be 

added if desired. There were dollar rolls, the kind that are soft but still sturdy enough to 

make into a small sandwich.  

 

Another memorable room was in Germany. It was at a banquet hosted by the officers 

of a German army battalion. Which was the sister unit of the US Army battalion in 

which I was serving in Erlangen, Germany. Our officers and spouses were invited to 

attend this German event, so Linda and I and two other officers went. What a meal 

was laid out! A meal fit for a king. I remember particularly the smoked salmon. There 

was ballroom style dancing at that gathering.  

 

Yet another memorable room was actually called the party room. It was on the fourth 

floor of the apartment building we lived in at the Army post in Erlangen. The only time 

we ever went up there was for a party. The room probably permanently smelled of 

cake and ice cream. 
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Well, Luke and Matthew also begin to lay out a memorable room at the beginning of 

their Gospel accounts. They sort of prepare a room or set the stage for what’s to 

come. The opening chapters of these two Gospels are told as if to set up a room… for 

the King.  A room for the King of highest glory, majesty, and dominion… the true King. 

 

But what sort of room is it that Matthew and Luke prepare for the King? What aromas 

do they place in that room? What is the tone of that room? What will the room be 

used for? 

 

We know that this King will have a kingdom a bit different from that of Herod or Caesar 

Augustus. We already assume that the room Matthew and Luke are setting up is not 

filled with the aromas and sounds of banqueting and partying. The smells we catch 

from the early chapters of these Gospels are not those of smoked beef or smoked 

salmon, cake or ice cream. Instead we catch the scent of frankincense and myrrh, the 

fragrances used to cover up the smell of death. We hear Simeon’s words today. He is 

praising God, but he is also speaking about a sword piercing Mary’s soul. He’s talking 

about the falling and rising of many in Israel. We know that the room or stage has 

been set for the story of this King to be a story of rejection, suffering, and death, and 

that the King will call us to take up the cross and follow Him. 

 

Simeon knows some of this, too. He’s the one talking about it. But at the same time, 

Simeon seems to be relieved of some burden. Freed from some burden. The Lord has 

allowed him to live long enough to see the salvation of Israel, the comfort and 

consolation of Israel, in this newborn and true King of Israel. The Lord has now dismissed 

him to depart in peace. He can now depart this life? We assume that life itself had 

become a painful burden of which Simeon is now free.  

 

That is what we often tend to think about joy. That joy equals freedom. That joy equals 

being freed from some burden. That joy equals having some burden lifted from our 

shoulders. The burden may be carrying some private hurt, some secret loss, in your 

heart; or, having to live alone as a widow. Having to endure a long illness or chronic 

pain. The burden may be a financial one. We assume that we will not, that we cannot, 
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know joy until that particular burden is lifted from us. We think that until that burden is 

lifted, joy, peace, a true sense of relief will always elude us.  

 

Well, did Simeon and Anna rejoice because a burden was lifted from their shoulders? 

Or, did they rejoice because a gift had been placed in their arms? A Gift that has the 

power to change the world! That not only would be the glory of Israel but also would 

be a light of revelation to the Gentiles. A Gift that has the power to change outcomes. 

Who brings not the rise and fall of people but their falling and rising… falling and 

rising… death and resurrection… falling and rising… sorrow of sin and joyful 

repentance. The Gift placed in Simeon and Anna’s arms, placed in our arms, too, has 

the power to change people…. to save people.   

 

It’s a gift for all ages. By the time we finish reading the first two chapters in Matthew 

and the first two chapters in Luke, we have met folks of all different ages in the room 

prepared for the King.  

 

The aged, Simeon and Anna 

The young couple, Mary and Joseph 

The adolescent Jesus remaining in the temple, about His Father’s house 

The infant Jesus 

The older couple, Elizabeth and Zechariah, starting a family late in life 

 

Folks of all ages brought together by the same gift. That’s still how it is. The gift of Jesus, 

the gift of life in spite of death draws together all ages of folks who spend much of 

their time in a variety of rooms: banquet rooms, nursery rooms, sick rooms, party rooms, 

classrooms, lunch rooms, hospital rooms, offices.  

 

But this gift keeps bringing us back to this room of worship and fellowship. The Gift of 

Jesus keeps bringing us back to the rooms of those who can no longer come here to 

us. The Gift of Jesus draws us together in spite of our age differences, because He 

gives us joy even amid our burdens, and in that joy is power for us to bear one 

another’s burdens.   Amen 

 

 


